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Here it is clear that the moon is considered as the source and giver of life, particularly of a long life, while the share which he distributes to the gods may mean either the sacrificial share for each god, which is determined by the moon, as the regulator of seasons and sacrifices, or the rain as the support of life, which is supposed to eoine from the moon and to be almost synonymous with it.
I do not maintain that all these ideas were clearly present to the minds of the authors of the Upani-shads. I only suggest that they formed the component elements of that legendary language in which they expressed their doctrines, trusting that they would be understood by the people to whom their doctrines were addressed.
We now come to a new phase of half-legendary, half-philosophical speculation.
Tile Devayana or Path, of the Gods.
The souls of those who form the delight of the gods, or who enjoy the company of the gods and Fathers while dwelling in the moon, are said to have reached this blessedness by their pious works, by sacrifice, charity, and austerity, not by real knowledge. Hence, when they have enjoyed the full reward of their good works they are supposed to return again to this life, while those who have acquired true knowledge, or what we should call true faith, do not return, but press forward till they reach Brahman, the Supreme God. This they achieve by the Devay&na or the Path of the Gods, as distinct from the Pitriy&m, or the Path of the Fathers. For those who have discovered this Path of the gods that leads